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Beginning with a brief introduction, a map, and a list of ChinaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s main dynasties, this colorful

book surveys science and technology developed by the ancient Chinese. Strapp discusses early

compasses and mapmaking, the building of canals, and the invention of amazing machines such as

the wheelbarrow, water clocks, gunpowder, and the harness. The last chapter looks at Chinese

medicine and feng shui. Though the reading level is relatively high, the writing is clear and the

format is inviting, with many sidebars and pictures. Illustrations include photos of artifacts and maps

as well as period artwork and line-and-wash pictures demonstrating points and processes

mentioned in the text. The book concludes with glossaries of terminology and names as well as lists

of books and Internet sites. Other books in the Inside Ancient China series introduce art and

architecture, government and society, philosophy and writing, and everyday life. Grades 7-10.

--Carolyn Phelan
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